
S E X  O F F E N D E R S : 

An Overlooked but Significant 
Subpopulation of the Homeless

The U.S. currently has 771,480 homeless individuals  
living in shelters or on the street.1

Homelessness has risen in all but seven states.2 To monitor changes in 
homelessness, the Department of Housing and Urban Development tracks various 
subpopulations, including age, ethnicity, gender identity, and exposure to domestic 
violence. While homelessness has increased across these categories, there is one 

subpopulation that has been largely overlooked: homeless sex offenders.

37% 
OF HOMELESS 
PEOPLE HAVE 

BEEN TO  
PRISON

79% 
OF HOMELESS 
PEOPLE HAVE 

BEEN TO  
JAIL3

Scholars know that 
many homeless 
people have a 
criminal record.

But little attention has been given to how many homeless people appear on state sex 
offender registries. When it comes to unsheltered (living on the street) homelessness, 
sex offenders are a bigger subpopulation than homeless elderly, veterans, or victims 

of domestic violence in virtually every state. Between 14 and 20 percent of the 
average state’s unsheltered homeless population is a registered sex offender.  

In some states, this number can be as high as 60 percent or more.
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Across the 41 state sex offender registries examined, a total of  
21,583 individual sex offenders were identified as homeless,  

and another 8,796 sex offenders were classified as “address unknown.”

This is a subpopulation that is far larger than any of the selected HUD-tracked 
subpopulations, such as families, veterans, or victims of domestic violence.

Sex offenders are an enormous subpopulation of homelessness that merits far more 
consideration by scholars and policymakers than they have been afforded.  

There must be swift action to address this imminent public safety crisis.  
States should enforce camping bans and bolster temporary shelter space to protect 
the public from a massive predatory population living on the streets of American cities.

Scan to view 
the full report.

Proportion of Unsheltered Homeless  
on Sex Offender Registry

14%
Labeled Homeless

20%
Labeled Homeless  
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Proportion of Total Homeless  
on Sex Offender Registry

3%
Labeled Homeless

5%
Labeled Homeless  
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Proportion of Unsheltered Homeless

Sex Offenders Labeled Homeless 14%
 20%
Identified as Families 5%
Identified as Elderly 5%

 1%
Identified as Veterans 5%
 8%
Identified as HIV-Positive 1%

Identified as Transgender, Non-Binary, 
or More Than One Gender

Identified as Victims of  
Domestic Violence

Sex Offenders Labeled Homeless  
or Address Unknown
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