SEX OFFENDERS:

ale3elm An Overlooked but Significant
Subpopulation of the
Homeless in lowa

New research from the Cicero Institute has revealed that
registered sex offenders make up a relevant and sizeable
subpopulation of the homeless population in lowa.

As many as 40% of unsheltered In a 41-state study, lowa ranks
homeless people in lowa are higher than 30 other states when it
registered sex offenders. comes to the proportion of unsheltered

homeless individuals who appear on
the sex offender registry, including
neighboring states like Indiana,

Up to 7% of the totdl Kansas, and Missouri.

homeless population in
lowa appears on the sex
offender registry.

N———e There are potentially more
than twice as many unsheltered

sex offenders as domestic

violence survivors in lowa.

In the average state, 14-20% of unsheltered
homeless individuals are on the sex offender
registry, compared to lowa's 40%.

The alarmingly high numbers of homeless sex offenders across the country—
including in lowa—demand reconsideration of existing policies that may not
adequately protect other homeless people and the wider public.

THE BOTTOM LINE:

There must be an urgency to develop innovative programs and policies
to more assertively address the humanitarian and public safety crisis
unfolding on the streets of lowa's cities.
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